
 

 

 
 
 
ERF-SNMMI Nuclear Medicine Physics Residency Training Grant 
 
Description 
 
The Society of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging (SNMMI) is pleased to provide 
the Nuclear Medicine Physics Residency Training Grant. This grant is made possible 
through support from the Education and Research Foundation for Nuclear Medicine and 
Molecular Imaging. The grant was created to encourage the training of nuclear medicine 
physicists within established or new medical physics residency training programs, 
specifically to increase the number of medical physics residents training in nuclear 
medicine physics and ultimately seeking board certification. 
 
There is a growing need for training opportunities for qualified medical physicists to work 
in nuclear medicine. "New rules and training requirements are being applied for those 
looking to become certified in nuclear medicine physics," said Frederic H. Fahey, DSc, 
former president of SNMMI. "Only a few residency training programs exist for nuclear 
medicine physicists, and it's critical that there be more training opportunities so that these 
individuals can qualify 
to sit for board certification exams." 
 

Currently two organizations certify nuclear medicine physicists - the American Board of 
Radiology (ABR) and the American Board of Science in Nuclear Medicine (ABSNM). The 
Nuclear Medicine Physics Residency Training Grant provides funds to support one 
resident per year who commits to training in nuclear medicine physics within a medical 
physics residency training program that is currently or in the process of becoming 
accredited. Funding would be awarded to the residency training program - either accredited 
or applying for accreditation - which then identifies a resident to which the support is 
applied. 
 
“I encourage all program directors of accredited nuclear medicine physics training 
programs, as well as those in the process of applying and those preparing to apply for 
accreditation to submit an application for this grant,” noted Fahey. “The grant will provide 
the means to attract nuclear medicine physicists to the program and will help build the 
credibility of the program as well.” 
 
The total award funding is $75,000 to be applied solely for the salary of the fellow. No 
portion of this funding is to be applied for any other purpose. The funding is dispersed in 
two pay outs across two calendar years. The first pay out occurs upon the official selection 
of the program fellow. Once a copy of the formal notification letter of this fellow is 
provided to the SNMMI Grants and Awards committee, the first payment of $37,500 will 
be made. The second payment of $35,500 will be made upon receipt and approval of an 
interim report by the SNMMI Awards Committee, which is due twelve months after the  



 

 

 
 
research start date summarizing the work of the fellow. A third payment of $2,000 will be 
paid out upon receipt and approval by the SNMMI  Awards Committee of the final report 
due twenty-four months after the research start date 
 
Requirements 
 
This application must be completed in its entirety and submitted along with: 
 
• Program Director's current curriculum vitae. 
 
• A detailed description of the medical physics residency program not to exceed 10 pages. 
This description must present: 
- a brief overall description of the program, 
- a description of didactic courses and clinical rotations, 
- a description of research opportunities, 
- a list of the faculty members and their responsibilities, 
- a description of the facilities within which the training will take part. 
- If the program partners with other institutions in this endeavor, these partnerships must be 
described. 
 
Applicant Eligibility: 
 
The goal is to have the training program accredited in nuclear medicine physics by the time 
the resident completes his/her training. The following scenarios are acceptable: 
 

- A program that is accredited in nuclear medicine physics. 
- Programs that have submitted an application for accreditation nuclear medicine 
physics. 
- These scenarios need not be in place at the time of the application but are required 
to receive the award. 

 
• Programs that are applying for accreditation must demonstrate that they have adequate 
resources to support the nuclear medicine physics residency training program. 
 
• Eligible training scenarios are: 
 

- A 2 year imaging physics residency plus 1 year nuclear medicine physics 
residency. This grant would fund the 3rd year. 
- A 2 year nuclear medicine physics residency. This grant would fund the equivalent 
of 1 year, i.e. 100% funding for 1 year, or 50% funding for 2 years. 

 
• Only one application per facility is accepted per grant. No grantee may receive more than  
 



 

 

one SNMMI research grant in any one year. Likewise no other research grant request or 
continuation will be considered until a satisfactory summary of an earlier grant is received. 
 
• Candidate MUST be a member of SNMMI at the time of award.  
 
• Evaluation Criteria used to judge the potential success for the training program include: 

- commitment to nuclear medicine physics, 
- adequate staff resources, 
- facilities relative to nuclear medicine training, 
- quality of  the training program based on the description of the training rotations, 
didactic content and quality of training partner if used. 

 


