
  

2013 Radiopharmaceutical Sciences Council Elections                                  VOTE ONLINE                        1                             
 

Spring 2013 – Election Edition 

Inside This Issue                Page 
President’s Message. ............................ 1 
 
The Candidates  
 

…for Vice President–Elect 
Suzanne Lapi, PhD ............................... 2 
Xiaoyuan (Shawn) Chen, PhD………...3 
 
…for Treasurer  
Peter J. H. Scott, PhD    ……………….. 3 
 
…for RPSC Board of Directors 
Oluwatayo (Tayo) Ikotun,, PhD .............. 4 
Duann V. Thistlethwaite, PhD ................ 4 
Weibo Cai, PhD ..................................... 5 
Serge K. Lyashchenko, Pharm.D., ANP 
 
RPSC Annual Meeting Activities ............ 8 

RPSC Board of Directors 
  
Timothy R. Degrado, PhD   
President  
Cara Ferreira, PhD, BSc 
Vice President 
Neil A. Petry, MS, RPh, BCNP 
Vice President-Elect  
David Dick, PhD   
Secretary  
Scott Snyder, PhD  
Treasurer  
Sally W. Schwarz, MS, RPh, BCNP 
Immediate Past President  
Xiaoyuan (Shawn) Chen, PhD   
Board Member  
Suzanne Lapi, PhD 
Board Member  
Zhen Cheng, PhD  
Board Member  
Zhude Tu, PhD 
Board Member  
Jeffrey P. Norenberg, PharmD 
Board Liaison 
Todd E. Peterson, PhD 
Non-Voting Member 
Oluwatayo Ikotun, PhD  
Intern  

 
 

President’s Message 
As my term as President of Radio-

pharmaceutical Science Council (RPSC) 
draws to a close and the Society of Nu-
clear Medicine 59th annual meeting in 
Miami approaches, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you all for your 
continued support and active participa-
tion in the operation of the RPSC during 
the last year. Also, I would like to thank 
our Annual Poster Mixer event sponsors 
who contributed generously in order to 
make this event a success. It has been 
a tremendous honor to serve as Presi-
dent of this council. I am looking forward 
to continuing to work with Tim DeGrado, 
RPSC incoming president, and Cara 
Ferreira, incoming vice-president for the 
term 20112-2013, as well as the other 
board members, during the coming 
years. 

RPSC continues to be more effective 
in responding to ever-changing scientific 
focuses and regulatory environment 
through the help and support provided 
by our members.  
1. This year, RPSC made a minor 

modification to its track name, 
changing from ‘Molecular Targeting 
Technologies’ to ‘Molecular Target-
ing Probes—Radioactive & Nonra-
dioactive.’  It was felt that the word 
technologies took away from the re-
search and scientific orientation of 
the content.  

2. RPSC presented several awards 
this year to recognize scientific con-
tributions from members in the field 
of radiopharmaceutical sciences in-
cluding: 
• Michael J. Welch Award-2010: 

The recipient this award was Dr. 
Tomas Ruth of TRIUMF in Van-
couver.  University, Atlanta, GA 

• 2011 Berson-Yalow Award: The 
award was presented by Sally 
Schwarz and Peter Herscovitch to 
Sangeeta Ray, PhD, instructor at 
the Department of Radiology, 
Johns Hopkins University, Balti-
more, MD, on her paper “99mTc-
labeled inhibitors of prostate-
specific membrane antigen 

(PSMA) for imaging prostate 
cancer.” This award is present-
ed for the most original scientific 
contribution that impacts basic 
or clinical radioassay. 

• Young Investigator Award: For 
the ninth consecutive year the 
three promising young scientists 
were presented 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place awards, in a continuing ef-
fort to encourage participation in 
the Annual Meeting by talented 
trainees and new investigators.  
RPSC would like to congratulate 
Drs. Notni, Wessmann and 
Chouin for their outstanding 
presentations at the Young In-
vestigators awards symposi-
um.

These awards were presented 
at the annual business meeting 
of the Society of Nuclear Medi-
cine in Salt Lake City (June 
2010) and include a certificate 
and an honorarium.  The other 
presenters in this symposium 
were Drs. Iagaru, Mou, Xiong 
and Li. 

3. RPSC co-sponsored a Poster Ses-
sion Mixer at the SNM annual 
meeting. This poster mixer encour-
aged poster attendance and stimu-
lation of RPSC membership.  The 
mixer was quite successful!  The 
council would like to thank our 
generous sponsors: GE, Eckert & 

Tim Degrado, PhD, President, RPSC 
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Ziegler, Positron Corp., Comecer, 
ABX, Bayer Schering, Bioscan, 
PETNET Solutions, Lab Logic, TEMA 
Sinergie, Siemens, Triad Isotopes, 
Rotem, UPPI, Huayi Isotopes, Jasco 
Inc., Cardinal Health and CMIIT/SNM 
Molecular Imaging Center.  This year 
we featured a job posting board along 
with a friendly environment to meet 
potential applicants and employers.   
We continue to encourage members 
to post their open job opportunities or 
job-wanted advertisements. 

I am also pleased to announce the 
2011 election for new officers (vice 
president-elect and secretary) and 
new members of the RPSC Board of 
Directors. Beginning on this page, you 
will find biographical sketches and 
statements from RPSC members who 
have accepted nominations and vol-
unteered their time to participate in 
this year’s election.  

Please read the candidate infor-
mation and select the individuals 
whom you feel will best represent your 
interests in council matters. Write-in 
candidates are permitted.  VOTE 
ONLINE 

If you are attending the SNM An-
nual Meeting in Miami this June, you 
will see the diversity of scientific and 
educational offerings. Please browse 
SNM web-site to see the full list of 
RPSC-sponsored programs and other 
sessions of interest. As a RPSC 
member, you are invited to participate 
in the RPSC business meeting on 
Sunday, June 10 from 5:45 pm to 6:30 
pm in Room B210/211 at the Miami 
Convention Center. I am looking for-
ward to see you there. 
 
Sally W. Schwarz, MS, RPh, BCNP 
President, RPSC  

Vice President-Elect 
 

Neil Petry, MS, RPh, BCNP 
Neil Petry received his Bachelor of 
Science in pharmacy and Master of 
Science in nuclear pharmacy from 
Purdue University. He completed a one-
year nuclear pharmacy residency at 
Indiana University Medical Center, one 
year of commercial nuclear pharmacy 
practice and five years of clinical 
experience at Duke University Medical 
Center. 

For 15 years, Neil was a faculty 
member and director of nuclear 
pharmacy at the University of Michigan 
Medical Center. He currently serves as 
the director of the Radiopharmacy and 
Nuclear Medicine Laboratory at Duke 
University Medical Center where he is 
clinical assistant professor in radiology 
and a medical physics graduate 
program faculty member. 

He also currently holds adjunct 
clinical pharmacy faculty appointments 
at Purdue University, Campbell 
University and Wingate University at the 
associate professor level. 

Neil has been an active member of 
the American Pharmacist Association 
(APhA) his entire professional career. 
He has served as chairman of the 
Nuclear Pharmacy Section and 
consistently serves on section 
committees. He is a longtime member of 
the American Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists (ASHP) and a past 
member of the Board of Pharmacy 
Specialties (BPS), Nuclear Pharmacy 
Specialty Council. Currently, he is an 
editorial board member of the University 
of New Mexico, College of Pharmacy's 
"Continuing Education for Nuclear 
Pharmacists and Nuclear Medicine 
Professionals." He is also a long-time 
member of SNM and an active member 
of RPSC. He is currently serving as a 
RPSC board member and as a member 
of the Committee on Pharmacopeia. 

Neil has been a board-certified 
nuclear pharmacist (BCNP) since 1982. 
In 2000, he was recognized for his 
pharmacy leadership and selected as a 
GSK-Leonard Davis Institute of 
Healthcare Economics Fellow at the 
Wharton School. He has also been 
honored as an APhA Fellow and as the 
2009 recipient of the APhA-APPM 

William H. Briner Distinguished 
Achievement Award in Nuclear 
Pharmacy Practice. Most recently, he 
was honored to serve as a visiting 
professor for the Hong Kong Hospital 
Authority sponsored "Radiopharmacy 
and Radiochemistry for Nuclear 
Medicine" course held at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital in February 2011.  
Neil has authored or coauthored 
numerous journal articles, book 
chapters and continuing education 
articles. 

The radiopharmaceutical 
development and approval process 
and associated regulatory affairs have 
always been a major area of interest. 
In recent years, Neil has primarily 
focused on the impact of USP Chapter 
<797> sterile compounding guidelines 

on nuclear pharmacy and nuclear 
medicine practice. To expand his 
expertise in this regulatory arena, he 
completed a hands-on USP Chapter 
<797> compliance training program at 
which faculty included experts in 
pharmacy, pharmacy training, 
microbiology, environmental 
engineering, as well as two members 
of the USP <797> Expert Committee 
on Sterile Compounding (SCC). He 
recently served as a member of the 
USP radiopharmaceuticals as 
compounded sterile preparations 
expert panel, which assisted the SCC 
with the recent revision of USP <797>.  
More recently, Neil has been focused 
on the regulatory issues associated 
with the FDA current good 
manufacturing practice (cGMP) 

Neil Petry, MS, RPh, BCNP 
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regulations governing the production 
of PET radiopharmaceuticals. 

Secretary 
 

David Dick, PhD 
David Dick is currently a Clinical 

Assistant Professor and Chief of Ra-
dionuclide Production & Clinical PET 
Radiochemistry at the University of 
Iowa.  Prior to his arrival at the Uni-
versity of Iowa, Dr. Dick was the Head 
of Cyclotron Physics at Stanford Uni-
versity.  Dr. Dick obtained his Ph.D. in 
Medical Physics from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison under the super-
vision of Dr. Jerry Nickles.  

Dr. Dick has been a member of 
the SNM and RPSC for over 10 years 
and is also an active member of the 
Society of Radiopharmaceutical Sci-
ences and American Physical Society.  
He has been a member of the SNM 
Clinical Trials Network Manufacturer’s 
Registry Committee since 2009 and 
chair of that committee since 2010.  
During his tenure at Stanford Universi-
ty, Dr. Dick served in the institutional 

Administrative Panel on Radiological 
Safety and the Non Human Use Radi-
ation Safety Committee.  Dr. Dick 
serves as a reviewer for Applied Ra-

diation and Isotopes, Medical Physics 
and abstracts for the SNM Annual Meet-
ing. 

Dr. Dick’s efforts over the past five 
years have been significantly focused 
on PET drug CGMP and the approval 
process, precipitated by being the first 
academic site to receive a FDG surveil-
lance inspection by the FDA in 2007.  
He has since worked tirelessly on advis-
ing and educating the greater PET 
community on the regulatory require-
ments for PET drugs, giving numerous 
invited talks and consulting with individ-
ual sites. 

Dr. Dick has been a vocal 
member of the RPSC at the Annual 
Business Meetings and desires to take a 
more active role in the council.  Serving 
as Secretary will allow him to have a 
more active role and also put to use his 
skills in documentation and editing.  He 
looks forward to providing input during 
these important years as the PET drug 
industry strives to achieve regulatory 
compliance. 

 
 

Peter J. H. Scott, PhD 
Prof. Peter Scott received his BSc 

(with first class honors and diploma in 
industrial studies) in medicinal and 
pharmaceutical chemistry from Lough-
borough University (UK) in 2001. Upon 
graduating he pursued doctoral re-
search in organic chemistry, under the 
mentorship of Dr. Patrick Steel at the 
University of Durham (UK), and was 
awarded his Ph.D in 2005. Following 
doctoral studies, Dr. Scott moved to the 
United States to pursue postdoctoral re-
search initially at the University of Buffa-
lo with Prof. Huw Davies (2005-2006) 
and, subsequently, with Prof. Michael 
Kilbourn at the University of Michigan 
Medical School (2006-2007).  In 2007 

he joined Siemens Molecular Imaging 
and Biomarker Research where, in 
2008, he was promoted to Senior Sci-
entist, and head of radiochemistry at 
the L.A. Tech Center, and involved in 
the design and synthesis of novel ra-
diopharmaceuticals for use in PET 
imaging, many of which are now in 
advanced clinical trials.  Dr. Scott re-
turned to the University of Michigan 
Medical School in 2009 after being 
appointed to the faculty in the Division 
of Nuclear Medicine, and the Depart-
ment of Radiology, as a Research In-
vestigator. In 2011 Prof. Scott was 

promoted to Research Assistant Pro-
fessor of Radiology and, in 2012, took 
over from Prof. Michael Kilbourn as 
Director of the University of Michigan 
PET Radiopharmaceutical Production 
Program. 

Prof. Scott has published 16 peer-
reviewed articles, 18 book chapters 
and monographs, and is listed as a 
co-inventor on 8 patents. Furthermore, 
Prof. Scott has edited numerous 
books including  “Linker Strategies in 
Solid-phase Organic Synthesis; Radi-
ochemical Syntheses Volume 1 – Ra-
diopharmaceuticals for Positron Emis-
sion Tomography; and Solid-phase 

David Dick, PhD 

Peter J. H. Scott, PhD Peter M. Smith-Jones, PhD 
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Organic Syntheses Volume 2 – Solid-
phase Palladium Chemistry; and is 
also Editor-in-Chief for the latter two 
book series. Prof. Scott also sits on 
the editorial board for Current Radio-
pharmaceuticals, is an Associate Edi-
tor for the newly founded American 
Journal of Nuclear Medicine and Mo-
lecular Imaging, and serves as a peer-
reviewer for over 20 other journals in-
cluding the Journal of Nuclear Medi-
cine. Moreover, he is an active mem-
ber of numerous professional socie-
ties including the Society of Nuclear 
Medicine (including the SNM Radio-
pharmaceutical Sciences Council and 
the CTN Manufacturers Registry 
Committee), the Society of Radio-
pharmaceutical Sciences, the Society 
for Molecular Imaging, the American 
Chemical Society, and the Royal So-
ciety of Chemistry (RSC). Dr. Scott is 
a Board Member of the RSC Radio-
chemistry Group and, in 2007, the 
RSC also awarded him Chartered 
Chemist (CChem) status. Within the 
University of Michigan community, Dr. 
Scott sits on the Radioactive Drug 
Research Committee (RDRC-SHUR), 
the Institutional Review Board 
(IRBMED), and the Radiation Policy 
Committee (RPC). 

If elected to the RPSC Board of Di-
rectors, Prof. Scott would enthusiasti-
cally champion the goals of the RPSC 
including advancing radiopharmaceu-
tical sciences and molecular imaging, 
and support the interests of the cur-
rent council membership, whilst work-
ing diligently to recruit new members. 
Prof. Scott would also fully support 
RPSC initiatives such as the Young 
Investigator Award, which are a valu-
able contribution by the RPSC to the 
continued development of the new up-
and-coming scientists in the radio-
pharmaceutical and molecular imag-
ing arenas. 

 

Peter M. Smith-Jones, PhD 
Peter Smith-Jones, B.Sc., M.Sc., 

Ph.D., is currently a professor at the 
University of Colorado Denver. He re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science in chemis-
try from the University of London in 
1980, a Master of Science in chemistry 
in 1985 and a doctorate in chemistry 
from the University of Basel Switzerland 
in 1992. Before his doctorate, he worked 
on radioisotope production and cyclo-
tron target chemistry. Following his doc-
torate, he joined Sandoz (now Novartis) 
in Basle, Switzerland, as a research fel-
low and is a co-inventor of DOTATOC. 
A second fellowship was spent with Dr. 

Irene Virgolini at the University Hospital 
Vienna, Austria, working on DOTA-
lanreotide. He then joined Dr. Stan 
Goldsmith at Weill Cornell University 
Medical College in New York as a re-
search fellow to work on the radiolabel-
ing of the antibodies. He joined the fac-
ulty in 1999. On 2001 he joined Memo-
rial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and 
went on to be the Technical Director of 
cGMP clinical antibody radiolabeling fa-
cility and technical director of radiolabel-
ing and molecular characterization 
group. 

Dr. Smith-Jones has been actively 
involved in radiopharmaceutical re-
search and development for the past 20 

years. He has served as investigator 
on several federal and non-federal 
grants, and his major research interest 
is developing new radiolabeled pep-
tides and PET ligands. He is named 
as a coinventor on six patents and has 
more than 60 peer-reviewed papers. 
He has served as a reviewer of AAAS, 
NIH and DOE grants and is also a re-
viewer for journals such as the Journal 
of Nuclear Medicine, Cancer Re-
search, Clinical Cancer Research and 
others. He is also a member of the 
American Chemical Society, the Soci-
ety of Radiopharmaceutical Sciences 
and the Society for Molecular Imaging. 
He has been an active member of 
SNM for more than 10 years and has 
reviewed abstracts for the SNM An-
nual Meeting for the past four years. 
He was awarded the SNM’s Berson 
Yalow award in 2006.  

His current position at the Universi-
ty of Colorado is focused on the de-
velopment of new PET tracers as well 
as cGMP manufacturing of existing 
clinical PET agents. He is the director 
of their radiochemistry program and 
he manages the cyclotron as well as 
the cGMP PET facility. He also serves 
on the university RDRC and CIR 
committees. Apart from developing 
new tracers, he is actively working on 
compliance issues related to USP 
<797>, <823> and the 21 CFR 212 
US federal regulations for PET manu-
facturing facilities, which will become 
effective in the middle of 2012.  

Board Members – Select Two  
 
Zhen Cheng, PhD 
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Dr. Zhen Cheng is an Assistant 
Professor of Radiology and a member 
of the Molecular Imaging Program at 
Stanford (MIPS), BioX program, Ca-
nary Center at Stanford for Cancer 
Early Detection and Stanford Cancer 
Center. He currently leads the Cancer 
Molecular Imaging Chemistry Labora-
tory (CMICL) of the MIPS where he is 
developing novel molecular probes 
especially PET and SPECT probes, 
non-invasive imaging techniques, and 
bionanotechnology for the multimodal-
ity early detection of cancer and its 
metastasis. A variety of platforms 

(small molecule, peptide, protein, na-
noparticle) have been studied in his 
laboratory for cancer imaging. Re-
search from these projects has led to 
promising probes that have high clini-
cal translational ability for detection of 
melanoma metastasis and cancers 
expressing biomarkers such as 
integrins, HER2 or EGFR.  

Dr. Cheng received a B.S. degree 
in Chemistry from Sichuan University 
in China in 1994 and a M.S. degree in 
Isotope Technology and 
Radiopharmaceutical Chemistry from 
China Institute of Atomic Energy 
(CIAE) in 1997. Then he obtained his 
Ph.D. in Radiopharmaceutical Chem-

istry from the University of Missouri-
Columbia under the mentorship of Drs. 
Silvia Jurisson and Thomas Quinn in 
2001. From 2001 to 2003, he completed 
his postdoctoral work under the supervi-
sion of Drs. Alun Jones and Ashfaq 
Mahmood at Harvard Medical School. 
Following that he joined Dr. Sanjiv Sam 
Gambhir’s group at Stanford University 
as a Research Scientist, and he became 
an Assistant Professor in the Radiology 
Department at Stanford in 2007. Dr. 
Cheng has published over 100 peer re-
viewed articles, 4 book chapters, and he 
is a co-inventor of 7 patents. He has 
served as a reviewer for numerous fund-
ing agencies including National Institute 
of Health (NIH), Department of Defense 
(DOD), Department of Energy (DOE), 
German Research Foundation, National 
Natural Science Foundation of China, 
the Agency for Science, Research & 
Technology (A*STAR) in Singapore, and 
AXA Research Fund. He has also 
served as an active reviewer for over 50 
research journals, abstract reviewer for 
several societies Annual meetings 
(SNM, WMIC, SRS),  and a moderator 
for the SNM Annual meeting (2011). 
Moreover, he sits on the editorial board 
of 5 peer-reviewed journals. He has 
been a committee member of the Non-
human Use Radiation Safety Committee 
(NHRSC) at Stanford University since 
2009.  

Dr. Cheng has been an active mem-
ber of several professional societies in-
cluding the Society of Nuclear Medicine, 
the World Molecular Imaging Society, 
the Society of Radiopharmaceutical Sci-
ences, the American Chemical Society 
(Division of Medicinal Chemistry, Divi-
sion of Nuclear Chemistry & Technolo-
gy), The Society of Photo-Optical In-
strumentation Engineers (SPIE), and 
Sigma Xi. Dr. Cheng hopes to continue 
to promote the goals of the RPSC, ad-
vance the field of radiopharmaceutical 
sciences and molecular imaging, train 

the next generation of radiopharma-
ceutical and molecular imaging scien-
tists, and recruit new members to 
RPSC.  

 
 

Kishore Pillarsetty, PhD 
Dr. NagaVaraKishore Pillarsetty is 

currently Assistant Attending Chemist 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center (MSKCC), NY and Assistant 
Professor of Radiology at Weill Cor-
nell Medical College, NY. Dr. 
Pillarsetty obtained his Ph.D. in chem-
istry from the University of Missouri-
Columbia in 2003, working on the de-
velopment of organophosphorus-
based ligands for 99mTc and 188Re in 
the laboratory of Dr. Kattesh Katti. 
Upon graduating, Dr. Pillarsetty 
moved to MSKCC to carry out post-
doctoral studies under the mentorship 
of Drs. Ronald Blasberg and Ronald 
Finn, focusing on the development of 
18F- and 124I-labeled small molecules 
as PET probes for imaging HSV1-tk 
gene expression. In 2006, Dr. 
Pillarsetty was promoted to his current 
position, and his research efforts since 
then have focused on the develop-
ment small, organic molecules as PET 

imaging probes for oncological appli-
cations. To date, Dr. Pillarsetty has 

Zhen Cheng, PhD 

Kishore Pillarsetty, PhD 
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HMVXBSR�


 

Radiopharmaceutical Sciences Council Elections                   VOTE ONLINE! 6 

authored more than 25 publications, 3 
patent applications, and 3 review arti-
cles.  

Dr. Pillarsetty is currently engaged 
in a variety projects, ranging from fun-
damental scientific investigations to 
the clinical translation of PET probes 
developed at MSKCC. A particularly 
significant achievement has been the 
clinical translation of [124I]-PU-H71, 
which has recently completed Phase 0 
clinical trials at the Cancer Center 
(NCT01269593). To this end, he car-
ried out critical validation studies for 
[124I]-PU-H71 in pre-clinical models in 
collaboration with the biologists, 
chemists, and physicians that form the 
basis of for the clinical trial.  

Over the last decade, Dr. 
Pillarsetty has been actively involved 
in training over twelve radiochemists 
and was recently appointed to the po-
sition of Director of Preclinical Radio-
chemistry and Training at MSKCC, 
placing him at the head of the insti-
tute’s new radiochemistry research 
and training facility. Dr. Pillarsetty is a 
regular reviewer for leading journals in 
the fields of chemistry, nuclear medi-
cine, and molecular imaging, including 
the Journal of Nuclear Medicine. He 
has been an active member of the 
Society of Nuclear Medicine since 
2008 and has been a member of the 
board of directors of the SNM’s Young 
Professionals Committee. If elected as 
a board member of the Radiopharma-
ceutical Sciences Council (RPSC), Dr. 
Pillarsetty will strive to advance the 
goals of RPSC, provide a voice to the 
concerns and suggestions of fellow 
RPSC members, devise strategies to 
recruit new members, and support ini-
tiatives to improve the public and sci-
entific visibility of radiopharmaceutical 
sciences.  

Jim Slater, PhD 
Dr. Slater’s radiopharmaceutical 

career started in 1974 at the Universi-

ty of Utah with William J. Baker, founder 
of the Intermountain Radiopharmacy.  
Bill’s guidance took him to the University 
of Southern California Radiopharmacy 
Program run by Dr. Walter Wolf. There 
he received his M.S. in radiopharmacy 
as well as his Ph.D. in pharmaceutical 
chemistry specialized  in radiochemistry.  
After finishing his educational training he 
has been employed for over thirty years 
at various academic institutions includ-

ing; Loma Linda University, University of 
Utah, and currently the University Cali-
fornia, San Francisco.  He currently 
holds faculty positions at these institu-
tions. 

During his career at Loma Linda Uni-
versity he served as chairman of the 
RDRC, a consultant for 7 years with the 
Eli Lilly/Hybritech pharmaceutical com-
pany on therapeutic radiopharmaceuti-
cals in combination with external beam 
therapy, as well as a consultant at a 
number of pharmaceutical companies 
on cGMP and drug formulation.  

Over the past 10 years he has been 
involved in PET cGMP radiopharmaceu-
ticals development.  He established the 
cGMP processes and registered Univer-
sity of Utah Huntsman Cancer Institute 
as a drug manufacture in 2003.  At his 
current position, Manager, UCSF Radi-
opharmaceutical Facility at the Universi-

ty California, San Francisco, his un-
dertakings include: registering the fa-
cility as a drug manufacture in 2006, 
developed cGMP guidelines, estab-
lished the electronic submission gate-
way with the FDA, has successfully 
submitted a FDG ANDA approved for 
filing and developing PET drugs for 
clinical research.   He is in process of 
filing an AN DA for NaF and NH3..   

Current research project and inter-
est is the development of a cyclotron 
facility and PET program at Loma Lin-
da University to assist in the treatment 
planning of proton external beam 
therapy for malignant and non-
malignant diseases.  

 
 

Zhude Tu, PhD 
   Dr. Zhude Tu received his B.S. in 

chemistry in 1988 and his Ph.D. in ra-
diopharmaceutical chemistry in 1995 
from Beijing Normal University, China. 
He received his postdoctoral training 
with Dr. Simon Efange in the Depart-
ment of Radiology at the University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis.  He subse-
quently received a Master of Science 
degree in Software Engineering in 
2000 from University of St. Thomas in 
St. Paul, Minnesota and joined an IT 
company as a software programmer. 
In the summer of 2002, Dr. Tu started 
his faculty career by joining the posi-
tron emission tomography (PET) pro-
gram of Mallinckrodt Institute of Radi-
ology at Washington University in St. 
Louis, MO as an Instructor and was 
promoted to Assistant Professor in 
2006. With Dr. Michael Welch and Dr. 
Robert Mach as his mentors, he 
gained valuable experience in the de-
velopment of PET tracers for preclini-
cal and clinical investigations. Dr. Tu 
has focused his efforts on developing 
small-molecule PET imaging agents 
for investigating neurodegenerative 
diseases, cancer, and cardiovascular 

Jim Slater, PhD 
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diseases. His research group aims to 
develop molecular imaging probes for 
the underlying biological changes in 
these diseases, facilitating early diag-
nosis, monitoring disease progression 
and therapeutic response, and for in-
vestigating drug interactions and en-
hancing drug discovery. Through his 
contributions, Dr. Tu and his col-
leagues have identified several prom-

ising PET tracers that are currently in 
different stages of translational inves-
tigations. Dr. Tu efforts have generat-
ed numeric patents and peer-reviewed 
articles, and he has been invited to 
give oral presentation in different in-
ternational conferences. In addition, 
Dr. Tu has been invited to review 
grant applications and articles that 
cover radiopharmaceutical chemistry, 
medicinal chemistry and other life sci-
ence related areas.  

In the area of PET radiotracer pro-
duction, Dr. Tu’s efforts have primarily 
focused on establishing automated 
standard procedures for radiopharma-
ceutical production and for quality 
control of new clinical PET tracers; he 

has also contributed to writing Chemis-
try Manufacturing Controls (CMC) doc-
umentation for IND and RDRC applica-
tions. Through Dr. Tu’s major contribu-
tions, several PET tracers have been 
translated into clinical evaluation. These 
include two 18F-labeled beta-amyloid 
PET tracers, 18F-AV-19 and 18F-AV-138, 
one opioid receptor tracer, 11C-morphine 
and one 2 receptor radiotracer, 18F-
ISO1.  In addition to translating new 
PET tracers for clinic evaluation, Dr. 
Tu’s efforts have also included trouble-
shooting automated production of clini-
cal PET tracers as well as assisting 
quality control staff in the resolution of 
challenging problems for routinely used 
clinic PET tracers such as [11C]acetate, 
[11C]raclopride, [11C]PIB, [11C]DTBZ, 
[18F]NMB, [18F]FLT, [18F]FDOPA and 
others. Dr. Tu has been an active mem-
ber of International Society of Radio-
pharmaceutical Sciences, the Society of 
Nuclear Medicine for over 10 years.  Dr. 
Tu is a strong proponent of radiophar-
maceutical chemistry and the training of 
future radiochemists. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please click the following link  
to access the online ballot: 

 
 

VOTE ONLINE 
 

The election will close May 6, 2012  
at midnight (EDT)  

 

Vote on Proposed  
SNM Name Change 

 
The vote on the proposed SNM 

name change to the “Society of Nucle-
ar Medicine and Molecular Imaging” 
will take place on Monday, June 11, at 
the SNM Business Meeting, held be-
tween 8:00 am and 10:00 am, at the 
Miami Beach Convention Center dur-
ing the Annual Meeting in Miami 
Beach, Florida.  

 
We strongly encourage all voting 

members to attend the meeting in or-
der to actively participate in this histor-
ic and very important vote. If you are 
unsure whether you are a voting 
member, please contact 
memberservices@snm.org. For more infor-
mation, please visit 
www.snm.org/namechange. 

 Zhude Tu, PhD 
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HMVXBSR�
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HMVXBSR�
mailto:memberservices@snm.org�
http://www.snm.org/namechange�
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Radiopharmaceutical Sciences Council Activities 

SNM 59th Annual Meeting 
Miami Beach Convention Center 

Miami Beach, Florida 

Saturday, June 9 
Radiopharmaceutical Sciences Council Board Meeting 

4:30–6:30pm, Room D237 
 

Applications of Click Chemistry in Molecular Imaging 
 8:00am - 4:15pm, Room A102 

Sunday, June 10 
Radiopharmaceutical Sciences Council Young Investigator Award Symposium 
 4:15-5:45pm, Room B210/211 
 
Radiopharmaceutical Sciences Council Business Meeting 

5:45–6:30 pm, Room B210/211 
 

RPSC-CMIIT Poster Mixer 
6:30–8:30 pm, Exhibit Hall A-B 

Tuesday, June 12 
Radionuclide Production and Distribution  

2:30–4:00pm, Room A110/111 
 
For more information regarding the SNM 59th Annual Meeting, please visit www.snm.org/am.  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8HWGQNS�
http://www.snm.org/index.cfm?PageID=11204&A=11&B=103&E=306&S=2&SID=6077�
http://www.snm.org/index.cfm?PageID=11204&A=11&B=103&E=306&S=2&SID=6411�
http://www.snm.org/index.cfm?PageID=11204&A=11&B=103&E=306&S=2&SID=6094�
http://www.snm.org/am�
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