
Hossein Jadvar, MD, PhD, MPH, MBA 
President, PET Center of Excellence 
 
 
The SNMMI Mid-Winter Meeting was held January 22-25, 2015, in historic San Antonio, TX, 
known for its world-renowned and beautiful River Walk. The PET Center of Excellence joined 
forces, for the very first time, with the Clinical Trials Network for a timely symposium entitled 
“Coverage with Evidence Development and Life After NOPR.” Many important issues were 
discussed during this full-day event, which included a keynote lecture by Dr. Bruce Hillner, who 
has been intimately involved with NOPR. There were lectures on new relationships with Medicare 
contractors, coverage with evidence development for amyloid imaging, and best clinical practices 
for PET/CT, including the new government mandate for development of appropriate use criteria 
(AUC) for advanced imaging studies (CT, MR, PET, NM). This program directs the secretary of 
the United States Department of Health and Human Services to launch a program by 2017 that 
encourages use of AUCs for advanced diagnostic imaging services. The timeline is such that by 
November 15, 2015, in consultation with stakeholders, the secretary will choose which AUCs will 
be included in the program. SNMMI is hard at work to develop AUCs for the four highest-volume 
nuclear medicine procedures (based on Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services data) through 
the Guidance Oversight Committee, chaired by Dr. Kevin Donohoe, and the SNMMI Quality and 
Evidence Department, headed by Dr. Sukhjeet Ahuja. The four prioritized AUC development 
topics are (1) bone scintigraphy in malignant disease, (2) ventilation/perfusion imaging in 
pulmonary embolism, (3) hepatobiliary scintigraphy in abdominal imaging, and (4) FDG PET/CT 
for restaging malignant disease. I will be serving as the leader for the last item on this list and will 
look into getting the PET Center of Excellence involved with input throughout this important 
process.  
 
The PET Center of Excellence will be well represented at the upcoming 2015 SNMMI Annual 
Meeting in Baltimore, MD. We will have our very first Peter E. Valk, MD, Memorial Lectureship 
and Award. The inaugural awardee and lecturer will be none other than Dr. Sanjiv (Sam) 
Gambhir, current chair of radiology at Stanford University, who has made many fundamental and 
notable contributions to our field. Dr. Gambhir will give a lecture entitled “Integrating In Vitro 
Diagnostics and Molecular Imaging for Optimal Cancer Management” after an introduction by 
Ruth Tesar, CNMT, on Dr. Peter Valk’s legacy. Other PET Center of Excellence–organized 
sessions include a day-long categorical session on PET/MRI, jointly sponsored, for the first time, 
by the International Society of Magnetic Resonance in Medicine (ISMRM), and continuing 
education sessions on “Outcome Prediction With PET: Present and Future,” organized by 
Katherine Zukotynski and myself, and “Response Assessment with PET,” organized by Erik Mittra 
and Hubert Vesselle. 
 
 
Finally, I am happy to report that the first ACR-SNMMI joint credentialing statement for PET/MR 
imaging of brain was approved by both the ACR Board of Chancellors and the SNMMI Board of 
Directors in January 2015 and will be published in the April 2015 issue of the Journal of Nuclear 
Medicine. The ACR participants include Rathan M. Subramaniam (co-chair), Fernando Boada, 
Alexander R. Guimaraes, Jonathan McConathy, Carolyn C. Meltzer, and M. Elizabeth Oates. The 
SNMMI participants included me as co-chair, Claudia G. Berman, Patrick M. Colletti, Richard B. 
Noto, Alan B. Packard, and Eric M. Rohren.  
 
The SNNMI Annual Meeting in Baltimore will be here soon. At that time, my term as the President 
of the PET Center of Excellence will come to an end. However I look forward to the beginning of 
my tenure as the president of the SNMMI with a sense of excitement and humility. 


