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The membership of the CVC consists of physicians, scientists, and technologists.  It continues to be one of the 
largest councils of SNMMI with approximately 313 active members as of May 1, 2014.   
 
 

Activities and Accomplishments 
 
2014 SNMMI Mid-Winter Meeting 
The CVC presented two, outstanding educational sessions at the 2014 SNMMI Mid-Winter Meeting in Palm 
Springs, CA, February 6-9, 2014.  Both of these sessions featured state-of-the-art updates from leading 
cardiovascular imaging experts: 
 

1. Emerging Cardiac Applications of Radionuclide and Hybrid Imaging 
• Detection of cardiac device infections (H. William Strauss, MD) 
• Image-guided management of cardiac electrical disorders (Saurabh Malhotra, MD) 
• Perfusion, metabolism and morphology in cardiac sarcoidosis (Panithaya Chareonthaitawee, MD) 
• Imaging strategies for the prevention of heart failure (Prem Soman, MD, PhD) 

 
2. New Tracers, Techniques and Targets in Nuclear Cardiology 

• F-18 PET; is it a game changer in perfusion imaging? (Albert J. Sinusas, MD) 
• Cardiac innervation imaging with I-123 and PET tracers (Mark Travin, MD) 
• New approaches to atherosclerosis with FDG and NaF (Mehran Sadeghi, MD) 
• Targeted imaging of myocardial fibrosis (Vasken Dilsizian, MD) 
• PET/MR: New opportunities in hybrid imaging (Robert Gropler, MD) 

 
The CVC held a Board of Directors Meeting, at the 2014 SNMMI Mid-Winter Meeting, on Sunday, February 9, 
2014 to discuss ongoing activities of the council. 
 
Data and Education 
• The CVC joined representatives of AHA, ACC, ASNC, SCCT, SCMR, ASE, HRS, HFSA, NIH and industry 

representation to organize a NIH Think Tank meeting on clinical translational issues in cardiac molecular 
imaging. The multi-disciplinary gathering will address gaps between cardiovascular science and general 
practice, with a unique patient-centered approach separating vascular disease and myocardial disease. This 
meeting will take place in the spring of 2015, and should produce a publication in a major cardiology journal. 
CVC is represented by BOD members Mehran Sadeghi and Robert Gropler, and with the support of Dr. 
James Udelson of Tufts-NEMC.   

• The CVC achieved representation on the American College of Cardiology Imaging Council. CVC Vice-
President Prem Soman has been chosen to Chair this committee for ACC. ACC  
recently published multi-modality Appropriate Use Criteria; this is an excellent example of a critical success 
factor for our modality as we move forward in the era of healthcare reform.  

 
 
 
 
 



CVC Organizational Structure 
The CVC started from within, and made changes to our own organization to ensure consistency in the transition 
of leadership that results from relatively short elected terms in the BOD. The Board approved a resolution to 
better define official “mentoring” roles for the President (mentors Vice-President), Past President (mentors Vice-
President Elect), and assigns the Past-Past President as the designate to the Outreach Committee, so important 
to our interaction with SNMMI and the outside realms of Cardiology, Oncology and Neurology. This new 
structure allows the 5 Executives in CVC leadership to remain involved with the operations of the Council for a 
longer period, and the overlapping terms will provide further consistency of the Council strategy and execution 
of objectives. 
 
We also proposed structural changes to the overall SNMMI Council membership process this year via resolution. 
While the recommendation has not yet been adopted, it represented an  
opportunity to debate important issues for the CV Council within the broader organization and priorities of the 
House of Delegates of SNMMI.  
 
Strengthening Relationships 
Our ability to strengthen relationships is a key to our success and survival as a modality.  We are fortunate to 
have a Council of dedicated professionals who understand the need for sustained Outreach. Our relationships 
with ASNC, ACC and AHA have been bolstered through the efforts of the members of the CVC; in addition to 
other important touch points inside and outside the SNMMI. Here are examples of the ongoing activities: 
 
• The CVC has been consulted on issues of importance to the field this year; in particular issues with FDA 

actions on radiopharmaceuticals, and the development of imaging guidelines that involve hybrid 
applications or multiple modalities 

• Dr. Ron Schwartz, a CVC Past President, is supported by Dr.’s DiCarli, Hachamovitch and Jain on the 
ACCF/AHA/PCPI/NCQA working group 

• The CVC welcomes a newly-elected Vice President-Elect, Treasurer, and four Board Members for 2014-2015. 
 
 
Scientific and CME Program for 2014 SNMMI Annual Meeting in St. Louis, MO (June 7-11, 2014). As in prior 
years, the CVC strives to put forth the most state-of-the-art cardiovascular imaging sessions at our Annual 
Meetings.  The following CME sessions are scheduled for St. Louis, Missouri: 
 

Advances in Clinical and Molecular Nuclear Cardiology (Categorical) 
Cardiac SPECT and PET Instrumentation and Software 

PET MPI: Tracers and Quantification of Blood Flow 
Cardiovascular Imaging “Boot Camp” I and II 

Case-based SPECT and PET: Read with the Experts 
Advances in Heart Failure Imaging 

FDG PET/CT for Device and Valve Infections 
PET/CT ad PET/MR in Atherosclerosis and Vulnerable Plaque 

Compliance and Lab Certification: MOC, ICANL, AUC 
Update on Pharmacologic Vasodilators, New Indications 

Updates on New Myocardial Targets, Tracers and Techniques 
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The 2014 Hermann Blumgart Award winner is Vasken Dilsizian, MD.  Dr. Dilsizian will give his presentation 
entitled, “Scientific Progress through the Guidance and Wisdom of Mentors” on Sunday, June 8, during the 
Annual Meeting.  Oral and poster sessions have been composed by the CVC members of the scientific program 
committee and the CVC vice chair, sub-chairs for clinical and basic sciences, and the sub-chair for the YIA.  Once 
again, the CVC is holding its cardiovascular Young Investigator Award Competition, for which the 6 best abstracts 
will be selected as finalists. The Council will give a $500 award to the best cardiovascular technologist abstract.  
 
The CVC will have a Board of Directors Meeting on Saturday, June 7 and a business meeting on Monday, June 9 
at the Annual Meeting in St. Louis. 
 
CVC Intern Program 
Dr. Wengen Chen, MD, PhD began his term as the CVC intern in June 2013 and he will complete his term in June 
2015.  Since being elected to the CVC, Dr. Chen has published 3 original manuscripts, 2 case reports and 1 
review article. In addition, he has submitted 3 abstracts to the SNMMI Annual meeting, and has been invited to 
lecture there on the use of FDG for cardiac valve infections. He also has grant applications in motion to SNMMI 
and RSNA. In his spare time, he has been Interning for the Mid-Eastern Chapter of SNMMI, and its organizational 
activities. Council President Vasken Dilsizian is mentoring Dr. Chen.  
 
Dr. Chen is currently an Assistant Professor of Radiology and Nuclear Medicine at the University of Maryland 
Medical Center in Baltmore.  He received his MD from the Medical Center of Fudan University in China, his PhD 
from the University of Tokyo, Japan, and did his Post Doctoral work in Molecular Imaging at Columbia. 
 
 
Officers of the Council 
 
President:                  Vasken Dilsizian, MD            
Vice President:          Prem Soman, MD, PhD   
Vice-President Elect:  Thomas H. Schindler, MD        
Secretary:                                   Maria L. Mackin, BS, MS, CNMT, RT(N) 
Treasurer:                                   Ed Lyons, Jr., RT(R), CNMT 
Immediate Past-President Sharmala Dorbala, MD 
 
Board of Directors:                      Robert Beanlands, MD 

Salvador Borges-Neto, MD 
    Elias Botvinick, MD 
    Panithaya Chareonthaitawee, MD 
    Gordon DePuey, MD 
                              Andrew J. Einstein, MD, PhD 

Robert J. Gropler, MD 
Howard C. Lewin, MD, FACC, FASNC 

   Raymond Taillefer, MD 
   H. William Strauss, MD 
                            Mark I. Travin, MD 
   Andrew Van Tosh, MD 
   Wengen Chen, MD, PhD (Council Intern) 
 

Ex-officio Members:                
(non-voting)        Frank Bengel, MD  

Rory Hachamovitch MD, MSc  
                        Mehran M. Sadeghi, MD (Past President I)  

   Ronald G. Schwartz, MD, MS, FACC, FAHA (Past President II) 
                         

 



 

4 of 2 
 

 
Mission 
 
The ultimate goal of the Cardiovascular Council (CVC) of the Society of Nuclear Medicine (SNMMI) is to 
contribute to the enhancement of quality patient care using cardiac radiotracer techniques.  The CVC works to 
achieve this goal via three basic endeavors: 1). Contribute to the development and promotion of methods and 
procedures for proper clinical applications of current nuclear cardiology techniques, including a key role in the 
development of practice guidelines 2). Educate health care providers both within and outside the Society of 
Nuclear Medicine regarding the most up-to-date and highest quality cardiovascular nuclear medicine care, and 3). 
Serve as a major contributor and facilitator to the basic research development of new cardiovascular imaging 
techniques, and in the clinical applications of such new techniques.  Members of the CVC also work with the 
SNMMI and other cardiac imaging organizations in the interaction between providers of nuclear cardiology 
services, and government and 3rd party payers with regard to quality and appropriate compensation for services.   
 
Finally, the CVC contributes to the presentation and explanation of nuclear cardiology methods and benefits to 
the general public through print and other media. 
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