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IAC-Funded Research Study and Lead Investigator  

Win Top Clinical Research Award at  

Annual Scientific Session of ASNC  

OCTOBER 2017 | Dr. Venkatesh Murthy, MD, PhD, Associate Professor of Medicine & Radiology 

at the University of Michigan, was awarded best clinical abstract for the presentation of his work 

“Association of Nuclear Cardiology Laboratory Accreditation with Downstream Resource 

Utilization and Clinical Outcomes” by the American Society of Nuclear Cardiology (ASNC) at its 

Annual Scientific Session convened September 14-17, 2017 in Kansas City, Missouri. Dr. Murthy 

was one of two inaugural award recipients as ASNC bestowed its first ever awards in recognition of 

top clinical scientific presentations. Dr. Murthy’s award-winning study was supported by an 

investigator-initiated research grant funded by the Intersocietal Accreditation Commission (IAC). 

Dr. Murthy investigated the association of IAC accreditation with patient-centered outcomes such as 

downstream catherization, revascularization, death and myocardial infarction. The results showed 

IAC nuclear cardiology accreditation was associated with lower rates of downstream cardiac 

catheterization and revascularization within 90 days of imaging as compared to non-IAC accredited 

facilities. In addition, the study found that among patients not sent for catheterization, IAC 

accreditation was associated with lower one year mortality and a trend toward fewer myocardial 

infarctions. These important findings, as well as the quality of the presentation, led the ASNC 

Abstract Committee to identify “Association of Nuclear Cardiology Laboratory Accreditation with 

Downstream Resource Utilization and Clinical Outcomes” as one of the top two presentations 

overall at the 2017 ASNC Scientific Session, which included more than 70 presentations. 

IAC Research Officer, Gary V. Heller, MD, PhD, commented, “This is a very critical study which 

validates the benefit of IAC accreditation in cardiovascular imaging laboratories.  This is particularly 

important for patients who, for the first time, now have evidence that IAC accredited facilities offer 

better outcomes than those not accredited by the IAC.”  

Dr. Murthy reflected, “I am really grateful for the support for this independent study from IAC but I 

am even more impressed that they were willing to take a risk to find out the answer. This type of 

introspection is critically important. The data are supportive of the value of IAC accreditation.” 

“Association of Nuclear Cardiology Laboratory Accreditation with Downstream Resource 

Utilization and Clinical Outcomes”, Murthy VL, Lehrich J, Shah RV, Yun HJ, Corbett EP, Ficaro R, 

et al, J. Nucl Cardiol. 2017; 24:1489 can be accessed online ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28710550. 
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About the IAC Research Program 

Identifying research as a core strategy toward furthering its mission, the IAC began efforts to support innovative and 

meritorious research programs relevant to facility accreditation in 2012. As part of that initiative, the IAC launched a 

major research effort into all aspects of accreditation with the expressed purpose to critically evaluate and improve the 

process with the establishment of the IAC Research Committee. As the IAC Research Program embarks on its sixth 

year, progress toward fulfilling its mission of Strengthening Accreditation Through Research has been realized in terms 

of several published manuscripts and abstracts. Accredited facilities, as well as all stakeholders within the medical 

community, are encouraged to review the research results and learn more about the program at 

intersocietal.org/research. 

 

 

About the IAC  

A nonprofit organization highly regarded for its accreditation programs since 1990, the IAC is committed to its mission 

of Improving health care through accreditation®, through a rigorous peer review process. The IAC provides 

accreditation programs for vascular testing, echocardiography, nuclear/PET, MRI, diagnostic CT, dental CT, carotid 

stenting, vein treatment and management, cardiac electrophysiology and cardiovascular catheterization. To date, the 

IAC accrediting divisions have granted accreditation to more than 14,000 sites throughout the U.S., Canada and Puerto 

Rico. IAC accreditation is widely respected within the medical community, as illustrated by the support of more than 

40 medical societies. Varying per modality and practice setting, IAC accreditation is required in some U.S. states and 

regions, by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and by numerous private insurers. For more 

information, visit intersocietal.org.  
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