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August XX, 2016
Recruitment and Placement Policy Service (059)
Deputy Assistant Secretary
Human Resources and Administration


RE:  Informal comments on a VA human resources practice regarding diagnostic CT procedures

Dear Human Resources,

The Society of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging (SNMMI) appreciates the opportunity to submit informal comments to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) on their human resources practice regarding diagnostic CT procedures. Specifically, SNMMI would like to comment on the VA Handbook 5005/77’s[footnoteRef:1] certification requirements for technologists to perform advanced Computed Tomography (CT) services. [1:  Exhibit A] 


SNMMI’s more than 17,000 members set the standard for molecular imaging and nuclear medicine practice by creating guidelines, sharing information through journals and meetings, and leading advocacy on key issues that affect molecular imaging and therapy, research and practice. 

SNMMI has been made aware that the VA does not allow nuclear medicine technologists (NMTs) with advanced certification to perform diagnostic Computed Tomography (CT) procedures. It was communicated that although NMTs are able to perform some portions of exams, such as attenuation correction as part of a PET/CT or SPECT/CT procedure, NMTs are unable to perform diagnostic CT scans regardless of their qualifications. It was explained that NMTs are prohibited from performing diagnostic CT procedures due to the fact that the VA classifies PET procedures as a nuclear medicine service and diagnostic CT procedures as a radiology service. By prohibiting NMTs from performing diagnostic CT scans, the VA is wasting finite and valuable resources by employing two technologists when one is sufficient to complete a procedure. Most importantly, the VA is delaying the care needed by veterans when the PET portion of the procedure has to be performed in the nuclear medicine department and the CT portion in the radiology department. This could cause veterans to schedule unnecessary and additional appointments, as well as create an access issue for veterans who need diagnostic CT procedures. Therefore, SNMMI urges the VA to combine these job descriptions in order to allow certified NMTs with advanced CT certification through the ARRT and/or NMTCB to practice diagnostic CT.

This can be accomplished by including nuclear medicine certifications and educational requirements to the VA Handbook 5005/77. Specifically, SNMMI recommends the following language be used to revise the VA Handbook 5005/77, Part II, Appendix G25, Sections 2(b)(c):

b. Certification. All applicants must be certified in general radiologic technology by the American Registry of Radiologic Technology (ARRT) and/or by the Nuclear Medicine Technology Certification board (NMTCB). Advanced ARRT certification from the ARRT and/or NTMCB is required for CT Computed Tomography (CT), and advanced certification from the ARRT is required for Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI). Advanced certification indicates that the technologist has demonstrated specific clinical competency in the appropriate specialty and taken and passed the designated examination.
c. Education. Completion of a full-time training course of at least 24 months duration (or the
equivalent) in a post-high school diagnostic radiologic imaging technology program, evidenced by a certificate, an associate’s degree, or a bachelor’s degree, accredited by the Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology (JRCERT) /the Joint Review Committee on Educational Programs in Nuclear Medicine Technology (JRCNMT), from schools recognized by the ARRT or NMTCB and certification by the ARRT or NMTCB in radiography or nuclear medicine. 

The society’s support to include nuclear medicine certifications and educational requirements to the VA handbook is drawn from a number of measures that have taken place since the early 2000s to ensure that the increased utilization of diagnostic CT services are performed safely while still obtaining quality images. Below is an overview of the measures that have taken place.

In 2001[footnoteRef:2] and 2007[footnoteRef:3] summits were held by stakeholders, including imaging groups, who recognized the need to define who could and could not perform these imaging services. At these summits it was determined that radiographers, radiation therapists, and NMTs could operate PET/CT scanners with additional training. The specifics of each profession’s training were also discussed, and the professional organizations and certification boards were urged by stakeholders to develop a continuing education pathway for their constituents currently in practice. [2:  Holbrook, D. Scott; Need for PET/CT National Licensure. J. Nucl. Med. Technol. March 2007 vol. 35 no. 1 2 (Report from the 2002 PET/CT Consensus Conference)  ]  [3:  Martino, Sal R.; Reid, Jerry; et al. Computed Tomography in the 21st Century - Changing Practice for Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy Professionals. 2008 (Report from the 2007 PET/CT Consensus Conference)] 


To this end, both the ARRT and the NMTCB developed continuing education pathways for imaging professionals. The ARRT developed a pathway for NMTs who were not registered radiographers to sit for their advanced CT certification exam. The NMTCB developed criteria that allowed those who were not registered nuclear medicine technologists to sit for their advanced certification PET exam. The NMTCB also developed an entry-level certification exam for CT.

Additionally, due to the continuously increasing use of diagnostic CT, in 2010 the JRCNMT developed accreditation standards for NMTs education that required all nuclear medicine schools to teach, among other things, diagnostic CT. These standards ensure that any NMT who graduated from an JRCNMT accredited institution after 2010 would be qualified to perform diagnostic CT scans on PET/CT and SPECT/CT scanners. 

Similarly, in 2012, the Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors, made revisions to the Suggested State Regulations for Control of Radiation (SSRCR) Medical Credentialing document to recognize that an accredited NMT or radiation therapist who is certified in CT can perform CT radiographic exams and CT as part of a PET/CT or SPECT/CT combination exam. Since this time, several states including North Dakota, Oregon, and Massachusetts have established pathways for technologist to be able to perform CT scans with either ARRT or NMTCB certifications.

In 2016, following comments from SNMMI and other medical societies, The Joint Commission (TJC) revised its diagnostic imaging standards to clearly outline the proper qualifications that are needed to perform diagnostic CT exams. Among the revisions TJC chose to finalize was the recognition of CT certifications from both the NMTCB and the ARRT. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]SNMMI supports the aforementioned actions that were taken to ensure safe, high quality care for patients. The society urges the VA to also consider these actions when deciding whether to revise the VA handbook. SNMMI strongly believes that individuals performing diagnostic CT scans should be CT certified, and as such, we support the VA’s requirement that technologists need advanced certification. However, it is the position of SNMMI that technologists who hold advanced CT certification from the NTMCB and/or ARRT are equally competent to perform diagnostic CT. Thus, SNMMI urges the VA to amend VA Handbook 5005/77 to allow and include nuclear medicine technologists with advanced certification in CT to perform diagnostic CT procedures. 

SNMMI appreciates the opportunity to provide comments to the VA on this issue. Should you have any questions, please contact Sue Bunning, Director of Health Policy and Regulatory Affairs, via email at sbunning@snmmi.org or telephone (703) 326‐1182.

Sincerely,
	




Sally W. Schwarz, MS, RPh, BCNP, FAPhA
SNMMI President
	




Kathleen M. Krisak, BS, CNMT, FSNMMI-TS 
SNMMI-TS President Elect
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