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As you may have heard during the SNMMI Annual Meeting in Baltimore, MD, the 
American Board of Nuclear Medicine (ABNM) and American Board of Radiology (ABR) 
are engaged in ongoing discussions exploring the benefits of closer collaboration.  
 
The proposal, which will be available for comment soon, has a few different 
components: (Read more) 
 

1) That a single training pathway be developed that would result in a new primary 
certificate in NM/DR. The new pathway would replace current NM and NR 
training pathways after an appropriate time, allowing existing programs to make 
the transition. The following components are anticipated:   

 
a. A transitional year accredited by the ACGME or RCPSC or a year of 

clinical training accredited by the ACGME or RCPSC in internal medicine, 
pediatrics, surgery or surgical subspecialties, obstetrics and gynecology, 
neurology, family medicine, emergency medicine, or any combination of 
these specialties  

b. DR core curriculum 
c. NM core curriculum 

 
Alternative entry paths to this program for existing DR residents are being 
discussed. Further consideration on a variety of topics including length of training 
and how foreign graduates would be handled will be important before any plans 
could be finalized. 

 
2) That a new independent discipline of NM/DR be created under the umbrella of 

the ABR, with ultimate dissolution of the ABNM and ABR Nuclear Radiology 
programs. This new organization would become the re-certifying body for 
physicians with current ABNM and NR credentials as well as certifying future 
NM/DR trainees. Important points about this portion of the proposal include: 
 

a. It should be noted that becoming a discipline under the auspices of the 
ABR is not the same as being absorbed as a subspecialty. The other 
disciplines under ABR include diagnostic radiology, radiation oncology, 
interventional radiology and medical physics. 

b. In the dissolution process, the ABNM would give up its seat on the 
American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) as one of the 24 separate 
primary medical specialties in the United States. Each member board has 
one representative on the ABMS.  If this proposal moves forward, the ABR 
would continue to have one representative on the ABMS, as the ABR 
disciplines do not have their own representatives on the ABMS. 

 
3) In the transition from NM and NR certifications to NM/DR, the ABR would have 



its single NR Trustee replaced by NM/DR dedicated Trustees with ABNM and/or 
ABR credentials to represent the new Discipline of NM/DR on the ABR’s Board of 
Trustees. 

 
As part of this process, ABR and ABNM would also work together to appropriately 
recognize the training of previously certified ABR and ABNM diplomates for the 
performance of hybrid imaging. This includes developing an optional path toward further 
recognition or certification for non-ABR ABNM diplomats to interpret diagnostic CT 
performed in conjunction with hybrid imaging, general nuclear medicine imaging, and 
radionuclide therapy. 
 
In the coming days if you have not already, you will receive a link to a website which will 
be hosted by the ABMS requesting your comments. Please note that this is different 
than the one you may have seen sent out by the SNMMI. This email will include 
more details on the proposal along with a FAQs document. If you are someone boarded 
by the ABNM, you are a stakeholder. Stakeholder support of the proposal is vital for the 
success of the proposed plan. Other stakeholders will be discussed in the FAQs 
document attached to the email you from the ABNM.  Your input is essential as the 
boards would not proceed without a broad consensus. If you have questions between 
now and that time, please reach out the ABNM at abnm@abnm.org.  
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